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Holiday Edition

Just Peace. Open and Affirming.
All are Welcome.

Celebrating the Birth of the Messiah
PASTOR’S COLUMN

PASTOR R. BROOKE BAKER

Holiday Worship  (see page 2 for worship/event details!)
This year’s Advent and Christmas virtual worship services will take place at 
our usual worship link: https://zoom.us/j/91411023120?pwd=WldJYmc3V
XM2ZHFlZGFDdnkraUlIZz09
• Meeting ID: 914 1102 3120; Password: 630507
• 1-tap mobile: +19292056099,,91411023120#,,#,630507# US N.Y.
• Dial up (e.g., landline): +1 929 205 6099 US (N.Y.)
• Zoom Instructions: https://www.corucc.org/hp_wordpress/wp-content/

uploads/2020/04/zoomvirtualworshipinstructions.pdf. Download weekly 
resources at https://www.corucc.org/resources/. 

EVERY CHRISTMAS IS UNIQUE, but there are 
usually things we can count on. We have become used 

to decorating the sanctuary on the Sunday before the first 
Sunday in Advent. We order poinsettias to decorate the 
sanctuary and remember loved ones. There is the bustle 
of  setting up for Journey to Bethlehem and the quiet time 
for reflection during Blue Christmas. And then there is 
Christmas Eve with families gathering to worship, extra 
special music, and the singing of  Silent Night as we light our candles. 

But all of  that is to celebrate the birth of  the Messiah. That does not change! 
God is the same today and yesterday and is Emmanuel — God with us. 

I know we are all missing those things this year, but we still have the 
opportunity to celebrate the birth of  our Savior. We still get to hear good 
music. And we can each still light our candles and sing Silent Night — 
something we would not get to do if  we were meeting together this year. 

So grieve what cannot be this year, but know that because we are making wise 
choices this year, we have the chance of  celebrating in the ways we want to next 
year. And remember that we do all of  those things to celebrate the birth of  a 
Savior that arrived in the usual way to show the world a different way of  living. 

I look forward to celebrating that wonderful event in new ways this year.

Blessings,



Christmas Caroling on the Front Lawn
Join our Redeemer UCC family and friends 
Dec. 12 at 7 p.m. for a festive evening of  
caroing on the front lawn of  the church: 
complete with hot chocolate and fire pits!

No matter the weather, dress warmly. Bring a 
flashlight so you can read the words of  the carols, and a chair if  you would like. 
This will be a wonderful way to celebrate the season and sing our favorite carols 
together, safely!

Blue Christmas Service
This year’s Blue Christmas Service takes place 
virtually Dec. 17 at 7 p.m. 

The holiday season can be difficult due to loss or 
difficult relationships. Join us for a time of  quiet 
reflection, candle lighting, and placement of  an 
ornament on a tree in memory or honor of  your 

loved one. This is not only for people who have experienced a death in the last 
year, but for anyone for whom the holidays are difficult. 

Christmas Cantata from our Chancel Choir
Each year, we enjoy a special gift from our 
Chancel Choir, and this year will be no different. 
On Dec. 20, during the 10:30 a.m. virtual 
worship service, we will be treated to special 
music from the choir, as we revisit a cantata from 
years’ past. 

You won’t want to miss this special performance and celebrate the joy our choir 
brings to each of  us, as well as to the holiday season!

Christmas Eve Service on Dec. 24
Our virtual Christmas Eve Service takes place at 7:30 
p.m., but you’ll want to arrive on Zoom early: special 
music begins at 7:15 p.m.! Please have a candle on-
hand to light during the singing of  Silent Night. We also 
will celebrate communionk so bring your communion 
elements to worship.

This Christmas Eve Service will include many of  our 
beloved traditions, experienced in a new way. We look 
forward to celebrating this most holy night with you!

Office Closed
The church office will be closed from Dec. 28 through Jan. 3.

Holiday Events 2020


