
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS All of  
God’s creatures are beloved — including 
our four-legged (or amphibian) pets. St. 
Francis of  Assisi was known as the patron 
saint of  animals and his feast day is October 
4. Although we do not celebrate saints, we 
are holding a blessing of  the animals on 

Saturday, October 3, in front of  the church (or in Fellowship Hall in case of  rain) 
at 10 a.m. You are invited to bring your pets in cages, on leashes (if  they are well 
behaved), in bowls, or aquariums. Pastor Brooke will offer a short blessing for each 
animal present. “All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small. The 
Lord God made them all.”

BIBLE STUDY TAKES PLACE WEDNESDAYS Bible study will meet via Zoom 
on Wednesdays at 1 p.m. The Zoom link is https://us02web.zoom.us/j/25687825
1?pwd=ZlRUamNSbFVlVG5ITnozT1EzYlFFQT09.

COFFEE, TEA, AND PASTOR B We can’t meet in  person at Blackbird Bakery, 
but we can still visit with our own cups of  a warm beverage and perhaps a sweet. 
Join Pastor Brooke Oct. 20 at this Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8
2023435183?pwd=MW1JcmVrNGxZcHBFZWZtVEswVmNGUT09. Drop in 
when you can, leave when you need to!

OUTSIDE WORSHIP Outdoor worship takes place 
every other week at 9 a.m., weather permitting. October 
dates: Oct. 4 and 18. If  you are unsure whether 
worship is going to take place, please call 440-
467-2328 and there will be a message on that 
line letting you know. You will need to bring your 
own chair, wear your face mask over your nose 
and mouth at all times, and maintain 6-foot 
distancing. 

Zoom worship will continue to take place each week at 10:30 a.m. at the same link 
as always (see page 3 for internet links). 

COMMUNITY MEAL GRAB ‘N GO The October Community Meal at Clague 
Road UCC, sponsored by Redeemer UCC and Clague, takes place Oct. 31, 4:30 
p.m., until the meals are gone! Amy Reitz is cooking. Drive to the back door, and we 
will bring the dinners to your car. 
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AS PEOPLE OF FAITH, we are called to make our 
voices heard in the world. Jesus’ message was counter-

cultural: feed the hungry, advocate for the oppressed, 
welcome the stranger. As followers of  Jesus, we are still 
called to do these things and, while our actions must 
reflect this, so must our engagement in politics. 

That means that we use our right to vote. 

The Rev. Traci D. Blackmon, associate general minister 
of  Justice and Local Church Ministries of  the United 
Church of  Christ, reminds us, “No matter your opinion 
or political affiliation, your voice — your vote — matters 
and you deserve to be heard.” 

The UCC has a long history of  speaking out against 
unjust laws and encouraging people to make their voices 
known. When we vote in ways that reflect the teachings of  
Jesus, not only are we being counter-cultural, but we are 
committing to holding those elected officials accountable. 

Whether it is ensuring that a school board provides 
equal education for children with learning challenges or 
petitioning members of  Congress to pass laws that ensure 
those with the least in our neighborhoods have access to 
food, our voice and our vote matter. 

We have many different political 
views at Church of  the Redeemer UCC, but we are all 
followers of  Jesus and so we are called to make our voice 
known. 

The UCC has a faith-based initiative called Our Faith, 
Our Vote (https://www.ucc.org/ourfaithourvote). 
Its issue education page (https://www.ucc.org/
ourfaithourvote_issue_education_2020 ) is a useful 
tool in helping to make our voices heard. 

Additionally, the UCC’s Council for Health and Human 
Service Ministries has a health and human service issue 
site with helpful resources plus questions to ask candidates 
about various health-related topics: https://www.
chhsm.org/services/advocacy/.

Visit these websites to learn more about how the UCC is 
helping all of  us make our faith-based voices heard. May 
our votes reflect that we follow a Stillspeaking God. 

Blessings,

Let Your Voice Be Heard
Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! — Isaiah 58:1

PASTOR’S COLUMN

PASTOR R. BROOKE BAKER

More News Around the Congregation
COVID FLAGS UPDATE Our youth 
will remove the flag memorial this 
Sunday, Oct. 4, so that the lawn care 
contractor can prepare the outdoor 
areas for the winter. 

A special THANK YOU to everyone 
who helped with this ministry. 

As a congregation, we recognize 
that we are all God’s children. As a 
congregation, our Christian witness and 
willingness to stand with the families of  
those Ohioans who have died during 
the panemic has been a gift to our 
community. 

CONGRATS TO MATT WILLIAMS 
who completed the UCC Living Water 

The New York Times sent a photographer to document our COVID Flag Memorial in September.

Association’s Northeast Ohio School 
of  Ministry (NEOSOM) educational 
program. The program is a means 
of  helping lay leaders to expand their 
knowledge and skills, and provides 
courses in a variety of  areas which may 

lead to certification through completion 
of  the program requirements.

We will celebrate Matt’s 
accomplishment Oct. 11 in a special 
liturgy during worship.
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Redeemer UCC
October Birthdays

3  Steffany Lynne Stone
6 Jacob Miller
  Erin Williams
8 Ellie Suhart
9 Keeley Williams 
12 Brent Stone
14 Marcia Powles
15 Hollis Miker
19 Dave Evans
20 Jo Ann Chapman
  Amanda Miller
21 Jim Stone
23 Alyssa Sauter
24 Lauren Schlitter
26 Mary Kanzeg
  Sarah Pavelka
28 Andy Bischof

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/redeemerUCCwestlake.
FaceBook:  https://www.facebook.com/coruccwestlake/. 
Weekly virtual Bible study on Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/256878251?pwd
=ZlRUamNSbFVlVG5ITnozT1EzYlFFQT09
Meeting ID: 256 878 251; Passcode: 709934
Past From the Home Altar and current Faith Formation  videos available on 
FB and YouTube.
Weekly worship via Zoom (gather at 10, worship at 10:30) (available the following 
Monday on FB and YouTube):
Gather between 10 and 10:30 a.m. ET. Worship begins at 10:30 a.m. https://zoom.
us/j/91411023120?pwd=WldJYmc3VXM2ZHFlZGFDdnkraUlIZz09
Meeting ID: 914 1102 3120; Password: 630507
1-tap mobile: +19292056099,,91411023120#,,#,630507# US N.Y.
Dial up (e.g., landline): +1 929 205 6099 US (N.Y.)
Zoom Instructions: https://www.corucc.org/hp_wordpress/wp-content/
uploads/2020/04/zoomvirtualworshipinstructions.pdf. Download weekly resources 
at https://www.corucc.org/resources/. 

Important Social Media Links

Minute with Margaret
FAITH FORMATION MINISTRIES

MARGARET BORRELLI

One thing that has struck me 
during this time of  pandemic is 
that when we “get together” with 
others — either in person within our 
inner circle, or by way of  ZOOM 
meetings, phone, or social media 
— we are sharing our stories, our 
experiences. We are seeking to make 
sense of  our experience and our 
place within it.

And when this virus is controlled and 
these days just a memory, what will 
remain will be our stories of  how we 
survived, who and what we lost, and 
what we learned.

This reflects what we are doing in 
Faith Formation Ministries this fall 
with both children and youth. In 
each setting, we are seeking our own 
stories within God’s Story.

Shine — Love Jesus, Grow 
Faith, Change the World
Children receive a link each 
week to a new recording on our 

YouTube Channel, Redeemer UCC 
Westlake (https://www.youtube.
com/channel/UCY6MAQ7-
rPzzkjGYQ-KMQSg). The 
recordings can be found both in the 
timeline and under Faith 
Formation in the Playlists 
drop down menu. Each 
video is as close as possible 
to a typical session from 
the curriculum, but done 
virtually. 

Children access the video 
whenever it suits their own 
schedule or can even go 
back and view it again 
if  desired. They each 
received a notebook with 
their weekly resources, 
a Bible Storybook, and all of  the 
supplies needed in the bag they filled 
at last month’s scavenger hunt. 

If  anyone wishes to be added to the 
list to receive weekly links, let me 
know.

Front Lawn Faith 
Formation for 
Youth
Our youth meet with Lisa Thomas 
and me on the front lawn every two 

weeks. We meet on the 
same Sundays as outdoor 
worship and will continue 
until the weather dictates 
a change. The next two 
sessions are Oct. 4 and 
Oct. 18 at 11:45 a.m. 
following the Zoom 
worship service. We are 
reading and discussing 
March, Book One, a graphic 
novel by John Lewis. 

We especially are 
interested in how the faith of  the 
late Congressperson impacted his 
decision to join the Civil Rights 
Movement of  the 60s and to make 
justice his life’s work. 

https://www.youtube.com/redeemerUCCwestlake
https://www.facebook.com/coruccwestlake/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/256878251?pwd=ZlRUamNSbFVlVG5ITnozT1EzYlFFQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/256878251?pwd=ZlRUamNSbFVlVG5ITnozT1EzYlFFQT09
https://zoom.us/j/91411023120?pwd=WldJYmc3VXM2ZHFlZGFDdnkraUlIZz09
https://zoom.us/j/91411023120?pwd=WldJYmc3VXM2ZHFlZGFDdnkraUlIZz09
https://www.corucc.org/hp_wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/zoomvirtualworshipinstructions.pdf
https://www.corucc.org/hp_wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/zoomvirtualworshipinstructions.pdf
https://www.corucc.org/resources/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCY6MAQ7-rPzzkjGYQ-KMQSg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCY6MAQ7-rPzzkjGYQ-KMQSg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCY6MAQ7-rPzzkjGYQ-KMQSg


GREETINGS! Fall has arrived and we continue with Zoom 
Services on Sundays praising God through recorded 

anthems by our Chancel Choir, special music, and piano selections by Jason 
Aquila. We are so thankful for all of  our musicians!

I’d like to share a timely poem written in 2019 by Joanna Fuchs entitled We’ll Get 
Through This:

The Westlake food pantry still needs 
our help! Food and monetary donations 
are welcome. Make checks out to 
Redeemer and put “COVID-19 Food 
Pantry” on the memo line OR donate 
online (https://www.corucc.org/give/).

Place items in the bin outside the doors:
Canned Meat (chicken, ham, tuna)
Canned Fruit
Cereal (hot or cold)
Brown or White Rice (brown or white) 
Macaroni & Cheese

MUSIC MINISTRIES

Music to Inspire in Times of Joy 
and in Times of Concern

CAROL PEDDIE

Spaghetti Sauce
Pasta Noodles
Jelly
Canned Pasta
Boxed Potatoes
Bread
Toilet Paper (4-packs)
Paper Towels (single packs)
Laundry Detergent
Dish Lotion
Spray Cleaner
Shampoo
Bar Soap
Toothbrushes and Toothpaste

Westlake Food Pantry 
Still in Need of Food and 
Household Items

October Mission News
The final total for the August mission envelopes for the 
Lakewood Community Service Center is $470. The first 
count for the September envelopes for the Support Our 
Families Fund is $145. The total amount collected will be 
available next month. 

Our October in-gathering is peanut butter and any 
leftover Halloween candy.

The October mission offering is for the UCC’s 
Neighbors in Need (NIN) fund. NIN is a special 
mission offering of  the United Church of  Christ that 
supports ministries of  justice and compassion throughout 
the United States. One-third of  NIN funds support the 
Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds 
of  this offering is used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness 
Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of  justice initiatives, 
advocacy efforts, and direct service projects through grants. 
Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to UCC churches 
and organizations doing justice work in their communities. 
These grants fund projects whose work ranges from direct 

service to community organizing and advocacy to address 
systemic injustice. Because of  COVID-19, a portion of  
NIN funds will benefit a special COVID-19 Microgrant 
Relief  Fund. 

In November, we will once again participate in the Westlake 
Community Center’s Adopt-a-Family Christmas program. 
Details re: selecting and purchasing gifts will be in next 
month’s Grapevine. 

Lord, our troubles are so great,
We don’t know what to do;
The price for our iniquity
Is finally coming due.
The world is crumbling all about;
No safe place can be found.
Right is wrong, wrong is right;
The change is quite profound.
Lord we need your guiding light
To lead us out of  here;
We’ll focus on your word, and 
prayer,
To take away our fear.

Temptations of  this dying world
We’ll rule out and let go;
Give our burdens all to you,
Shed all worldly woe.
That’s how we’ll get through this, 
Lord,
Fixed on heaven above,
Assured of  your protection, help,
And everlasting love.

Blessings to all,
Carol

https://www.corucc.org/give/

