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News Around the Congregation
BOOK STUDY ON WAKING UP WHITE: AND FINDING MYSELF IN THE
STORY OF RACE BY DEBBIE IRVING Book study on Waking Up White takes

place Tuesdays in person at 2 p.m. or Wednesday evening via Zoom.

23500 Center Ridge Road
Westlake, OH 44145
440-331-0834
@coruccwestlake
corucc.org
Sign up for our newsletter:
tinyurl.com/cornewsletter
Join us Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
for worship and faith formation.
Church of the Redeemer UCC
is a Just Peace, Open and
Affirming congregation.
ALL ARE WELCOME!
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Jason Aquila

Organist and Bell Choir Director
jason.aquila@gmail.com

Barb Powell

The virtual option will take place on Wednesday evenings, 7-8:15 p.m., on Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84492739746?pwd=cVVJaXZMN096UW9EVVEw
UTdHVnJhQT09. Meeting ID 844 9273 9746; Password 771901.
The in-person study takes place with masks and social distancing. If you would like
to attend the Tuesday book study in person, please call the church office to make a
reservation.
There are still a few copies of the book available ($18 each) on a first come, first
served basis. Call the church office to reserve your copy. Waking Up White also is
available via Kindle. This will be an enlightening read. Join us!
OUTSIDE WORSHIP Outdoor worship

takes place every other week at 9 a.m.,
weather permitting. The next outdoor
worship will be Aug. 9. If you are
unsure whether worship is going
to take place, please call 440-4672328 and there will be a message
on that line letting you know. You
will need to bring your own chair,
PASTOR BROOKE LEADS 9 A.M. OUTDOOR
wear your face mask over your
WORSHIP JULY 26. PHOTO CREDIT: JULIE/
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nose and mouth at all times, and
maintain 6-foot distancing. This will
continue through at least August. Zoom worship will continue to take place at 10:30
a.m. at the same link as always (see page 3 for internet links).

COMMUNITY MEAL GRAB ‘N GO The August Community Meal at Clague
Road UCC, sponsored by Redeemer UCC and Clague, takes place Aug. 31, 4:30
p.m. until the meals are gone! Drive to the back door, and we will bring the dinners
to your car.

Communication and Tech. Specialist
church@corucc.org
Office Hours
M-W 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Th 9 a.m.-12 p.m.

WE HAVE FUN AT SUNDAY’S
WEEKLY VIRTUAL ZOOM
WORSHIP, AND YOU WILL,
TOO!
JOIN US!

PASTOR’S COLUMN

Political or the Gospel?

B

ELOVED CHURCH,

As I sit down to write this column we are exactly 100 days
away from the U.S. General Election. In the next 100 days,
there will be a modified Republican Convention to nominate
a candidate for president and a
modified Democratic Convention
to nominate a candidate for
president. By November 3, each
of us should have cast a ballot not
only for a presidential candidate,
but also for other issues on the
ballot.

But I am called to preach the Gospel:
the Gospel that tells us we are to love.
PASTOR R. BROOKE BAKER
If we walk into the polling place or vote
by mail and choose people who do not
follow God’s greatest commandment, then we are not following
the Gospel. Does that mean
that we will all vote for the
same person? That is highly
unlikely, but it is my hope
that in 100 days, you will
have chosen the people whose
actions demonstrate the love
Jesus teaches in the Gospel.

As your Pastor, I cannot by law
When I name injustices, it
tell you how to vote. As your
is not because I do not like
Pastor, I would never tell you for
the people creating those
whom to vote. But as a follower
unjust policies; it is because
of Jesus, there are candidates who
that is not what the Gospel
uphold the teachings of Jesus and
teaches us. The next time
those that do not. Jesus — more
you hear something and you
than anything else — taught
think it sounds “political,” ask
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us how to love. He taught us to
yourself if it is really political
love those who are oppressed.
or if it’s the Gospel being
He taught us to love by standing up for justice. He taught us to
preached; and then listen for God’s still-speaking voice.
love and advocate for those who live in poverty. When we vote
and for whom we vote says a lot about how we uphold Jesus’
Blessings,
commandment to love.
I know that there is a separation of church and state. That is
precisely why I would never tell you for whom to vote.

President’s Report
by Jim Stone
The Leadership Team met on July 20
via Zoom. Dorothy Earl joined the LT
to replace the member who resigned.
One member did not participate.
However, we did have a quorum
As has been the case throughout the
pandemic, our members and friends
have kept our financial situation
stable. We celebrated the fact the
special fundraising for sidewalk repair
exceeded the target level, with the
additional amount going into the
Facility Fund.
We reconsidered the question of
replacing our retired Parish Nurse.
LT members reported that many
members expressed concern that we

should do so, and
we unanimously
agreed that we
will seek a new
Parish Nurse.
We all agreed
that trying to put
PRESIDENT JIM STONE
on Journey to
Bethlehem would not be responsible,
so we consider this a year of hiatus,
not an end to JTB.
Leadership Team went into Executive
Session to discuss moving Pastor
Brooke from Designated to Settled
Pastor. The Team agreed to take
the next steps for this to occur. The
recommendation will be returned
to the Executive Session before a
congregational meeting is called.

Pastor Brooke assured us that so long
as weather permits, we will have
Worship on the Lawn every other
week. Meeting in the Sanctuary is
something we can not yet realistically
consider.

In addition to this month’s
In-Gathering (see page 3),
items are still needed for the
Westlake food pantry.
See page 4 for more
information and the list of
needed items.

August Mission Offering
and In-Gathering
Funds collected in August
will benefit the Lakewood
Community Service
Center (LCSC) (https://
www.lcsclakewood.org/).
The In-Gathering will
be divided among two worthwhile
groups: We will collect school supplies
for LCSC, plus individually wrapped
snacks for America Scores, where our
own Matthew Williams works!
Lakewood Community Services
Center, with its partners, serves the
community by providing basic needs
assistance and personalized resource
and referral services with the goal of
empowering each individual to move
toward greater self sufficiency. Its
programs include food, mental health,
housing, and other support services
for individuals and families in need.
Lakewood Community Services Center
was founded in 1982 by 12 Lakewood
churches with the purpose of providing
food assistance to Lakewood residents
in need. The LCSC professional staff
is supported by 60+ volunteers who
share our commitment to providing
the highest quality services in the most
respectful environment.
America
SCORES
inspires
urban
youth
to lead healthy lives, be engaged
students, and have the confidence
and character to make a difference
in the world. Founded in 1994 in
Washington, D.C., it currently serves
more than 15,000 students in school
districts with low-income communities
of color in several locations. America
SCORES Cleveland, founded in
2004 with programming for 120
students in four inner-city west side
elementary schools, serves more than
1,000 students, grades 1-12, through
partnerships with 11 K-8 Cleveland
Metropolitan schools across the city,
summer collaborations, and a high
school alumni program.

Youth Activities Continue Safely Via the Internet
The youth have continued to meet this summer both virtually
and with appropriate social distancing. Lisa Thomas has been
meeting with them every two weeks via Zoom for some rousing
games of Bingo. Grand prize winners for the summer Bingo
Tournament were Andrew and Elizabeth Hille!
In late July, the youth
gathered in the church,
with their masks on and socially distanced, for
a fun cornhole tournament, overseen by Lisa
Thomas and Pastor Brooke. Special thanks to
Julie Miller and Julie Barnes for helping out, and
to the Hilles for providing the cornhole game!
Just as all of us are missing opportunities for
fellowship, so, too, are the youth. All of these opportunities allow them to experience the
church while still remaining safe.

Important Social Media Links
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/redeemerUCCwestlake.
FaceBook: https://www.facebook.com/coruccwestlake/.
Weekly virtual Bible study on Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/256878251?pwd
=ZlRUamNSbFVlVG5ITnozT1EzYlFFQT09
Meeting ID: 256 878 251; Passcode: 709934
Past From the Home Altar videos available on FB and YouTube.
Weekly worship via Zoom (gather at 10, worship at 10:30) (available the following
Monday on FB and YouTube):
Gather between 10 and 10:30 a.m. ET. Worship begins at 10:30 a.m. https://zoom.
us/j/91411023120?pwd=WldJYmc3VXM2ZHFlZGFDdnkraUlIZz09
Meeting ID: 914 1102 3120; Password: 630507
1-tap mobile: +19292056099,,91411023120#,,#,630507# US N.Y.
Dial up (e.g., landline): +1 929 205 6099 US (N.Y.)
Zoom Instructions: https://www.corucc.org/hp_wordpress/wp-content/
uploads/2020/04/zoomvirtualworshipinstructions.pdf. Download weekly resources
at https://www.corucc.org/resources/.

Redeemer UCC August Birthdays and Anniversaries
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Richard Shank
Norma Rike
Ricky Andrews
Jeanne Livingood
Chris Davies
Lori Widmer
Konnie Wenneman

11 Donna Greenwell
18 Melissa Hille
20 Geoffrey Gens
21 Ben Miller
26 Samantha Earl
30 Chuck Zaugg
		 Kaitlyn Holt
31 Kyle Schlitter

ANNIVERSARIES
8 Vern & Jeanne Long
21 Chad & Jennifer
		 Bernard
22 Alex & Karen Tomoff
		 Jeff & Marsha Reitz
26 Eugene & Lori
		 Widmer

Westlake Food Pantry
Still in Need of Food and
Household Items

MUSIC MINISTRIES

Summer Music Continues

T

HE SUMMER SEEMS TO BE FLYING by as we watch

CAROL PEDDIE

from inside our houses and out in our yards!

But at least on Sundays, we can “zoom” to church and hear the word of God
through words and music, and catch up a bit with our friends.
We continue to be blessed by Jason Aquila’s music and previously recorded
anthems by our Chancel Choir, and special music by Cory Svette and Carol
Peddie.
This month, I would like to share a poem that has always meant so much to
me. It expresses the assurance that God is always with us, no matter what.

Footprints
by Ella H. Scharring-Hausen
One night I dreamed I was walking along the beach with the Lord.
Many scenes from my life flashed across the sky.
In each scene I noticed footprints in the sand.
Sometimes there were two sets of footprints;
Other times there was one set of footprints.
This bothered me because I noticed that during the low periods
of my life when I was suffering from anguish, sorrow, or defeat,
I could see only one set of footprints.
So I said to the Lord, “You promised me Lord, that if I followed You,
You would walk with me always.”
But I noticed that during the most trying periods of my life
there have only been one set of prints in the sand.
“Why when I needed You the most, You have not been there for me?”
The Lord replied: “The times when you have seen only one set
of footprints . . . is when I carried you.”
Blessings to all,
Carol

Online Giving is Easy!
The Redeemer UCC website is setup for
online giving: https://www.corucc.org/
give/.
Illustrated instructions in PDF form
are available online the website or from:
https://www.corucc.org/hp_wordpress/
wp-content/uploads/2020/03/
instructionsforonlinegiving.pdf.

The Westlake food pantry still needs
our help! Weekly food baskets that go
to needy families are up 300 percent
due to COVID-19. They need
groceries!
If you are not going out at the
moment, monetary donations
are welcome. Make checks out to
Redeemer and put “COVID-19
Food Pantry” on the memo line. OR
donate online (https://www.corucc.
org/give/).
Items can be placed in the bin outside
the church. The pantry needs:
Canned Meat (chicken, ham, tuna)
Canned Fruit
Cereal (hot or cold)
Brown or White Rice (brown or white)
Macaroni & Cheese
Spaghetti Sauce
Pasta Noodles
Jelly
Canned Pasta
Boxed Potatoes
Bread
Toilet Paper (4-packs)
Paper Towels (single packs)
Laundry Detergent
Dish Lotion
Spray Cleaner
Shampoo
Bar Soap
Toothbrush
Toothpaste

