
COFFEE, TEA & PASTOR B — VIRTUAL STYLE! June 9, 10:30 a.m. Bring 
your favorite cuppa and pastry if  you’d like. All are welcome:
Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83344607548?pwd=UW1
adXY4NXZ3TWMwY0ZZMjhnek5jdz09
Meeting ID: 833 4460 7548; Password: 491647
One tap mobile
+19292056099,,83344607548#,,1#,491647# US (New York)
Dial-in by phone
     +1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

SUNDAY AFTERNOON FELLOWSHIP: LIVE AND IN-PERSON! We will 
hold fellowship time outside the church on Sundays at 3 p.m. beginning June 14. 
Folks will be organized into groups of  10. Bring your own mask, a chair and a 
cool beverage! Sign up BEGINS JUNE 4 via sign-up genius: https://www.
signupgenius.com/go/5080a4fafab29a4fe3-sunday1. If  you are not able to sign up 
via computer, call Janet Kramer (440-899-6221) to reserve your space. If  it rains, 
Pastor Brooke will contact you to find a time the following week when most people 
can reschedule. Come enjoy some fellowship with your church family!

COMMUNITY MEAL: FREE GRAB ‘N’ GO DINNER! Our monthly community 
meal at Clague Road United Church of  Christ, 3650 Clague, North Olmsted, will 
again take the form of  a drive up. The date: Saturday May 30, 2020, 4:30 p.m. 
until the meals are gone! Drive to the back door, and we will bring the dinners to 
your car. The meal is our monthly outreach ministry with Clague Road UCC.

WE ARE ON YOUTUBE! If  you haven’t yet subscribed, please do! Visit: https://
www.youtube.com/redeemerUCCwestlake. Our new YouTube channel includes 
all of  the virtual worship experiences we do, including Sunday worship and past 
From the Home Altar reflections from Margaret. Access our FB page at https://
www.facebook.com/coruccwestlake/. For more information about accessing 
weekly virtual Bible study on Zoom, call or email the church (church@corucc.org) 
and leave a message for Pastor Brooke.

BE A LITURGIST! It’s easy to be a liturgist: we send you the Bible passage(s) 
and any other items you will need to read ahead of  time. To sign up, go to 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080a4fafab29a4fe3-liturgist3. For more 
information, email Lisa Thomas lisabt@sbcglobal.net.

FLAG VOLUNTEERS We need folks to volunteer to update the white flags on 
the front lawn. Flags get updated twice a week — once near the beginning of  
the week and once near the end of  the week. If  you can volunteer or would like 
more information, contact Pastor Brooke at PastorBrooke@corucc.org.
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by Jim Stone 

The Leadership Team met May 18 via 
Zoom. Only one LT member did not 
participate.

We are still healthy financially because 
our members and friends continue 
to support us with their giving. Some 
members have also committed to 
donate for our new sidewalks, to match 
a generous offer to match the giving.

We talked a lot about how we meet 

during the 
COVID-19 
crisis. There 
will be no 
summer Sunday 
School. When 
we are able to 
meet, children 
will remain 

with their families, and study materials 
will be provided. With all these factors 
Margaret Borrelli has agreed to take 
her vacation and 8 weeks unpaid 

during the summer. When we hold 
worship indoors or out will not be 
for awhile yet, but Pastor Brooke 
is working on ideas to allow small 
numbers at a time to meet outside. 
Brooke plans to reopen the office on 
June 1, but the door will be locked so 
the office can control entry.

We had a preliminary discussion 
about how we might be able to put on 
Journey to Bethlehem in a safe 

Beloved,  These lasT few monThs have been a combination 
of  new things and monotony. We have had to learn new 

technology, new ways of  “being church,” new ways of  learning, 
and new ways of  teaching. And yet, with staying inside, we 
often lose track of  what day it is because each day looks a lot 
like the day before. Even if  you are an essential worker — and 
we thank you — your days consist of  going into work and 
coming home to either no one or the same people who have 
been there every day. None of  us are getting to do anything 
extra, and things for the summer are being canceled. I have 
faced, and continue to face, disappointments right alongside of  
you. But things are starting to change.  

Businesses are opening back up. We can go get our hair cut. We 
can eat on a restaurant patio now, if  we choose. But the reality 
is that it is not the same. And while we receive some answers, so 
much remains up in the air: Is it safe to do this, but not that? 

And there is a very real yearning for things to “get back to 
normal.” If  that is what you are expecting, I am sorry to be the 
one to tell you, but that is not possible. We will not be going 
back to the way things were because it is no longer safe to do 
things in that way. Things will — and have to be — different. 

Beginning June 1, the office and building will be open its 
normal hours. I will be back in the office as well as other staff. 
However, we will wear masks into the building. If  we are all at 
our own desks, we will not wear our masks. If  I need to go to 
the printer, I will don my mask to keep Barb safe. The building 
will not be unlocked during normal business hours. If  you have 
a reason to come into the building, you can ring the bell and a 
staff person will let you into the building. If  you are lonely and 
looking for someone to talk to, please schedule an appointment 
with me and we can sit in the Gathering Room, six feet apart, 
with our masks on, and visit. I would love to see you, but we 
have to care for one another and there is not enough room 
in my office to maintain social distancing. AA meetings will 

resume with only 10 members allowed 
to attend, along with other guidelines we are putting in place. 

Beginning June 14, and every Sunday after (weather permitting) 
at 3 p.m., we will meet on the front lawn, divided into groups 
of  10. You will need to bring your own chair, a mask, and a 
beverage if  you like, and we will have some time for fellowship. 
This will be on a first come, first serve basis and you will need 
to sign up. There are details elsewhere in the Grapevine about 
how to do that. This is an opportunity for fellowship while we 
continue to worship virtually. 

I, along with Leadership Team and other church members, 
continue to look at what worshiping together in person in a 
safe way would look like. As some of  you have heard me say, 
there are parts of  worship that we can continue to do while we 
worship virtually that we could not do if  we were to gather in 
person — specifically, Holy Communion and congregational 
singing. I pray daily for God to continue to guide us in this 
important decision of  when to gather again in person in a way 
that insures the safety of  the most vulnerable among us. 

Finally, I ask for your prayers. There is not a Pastor out there 
who has ministered in the midst of  a pandemic. While being 
a leader to all of  you, I am dealing with my own grief  of  
canceled, cherished summer events and the responsibility of  
caring for all of  you in your grief  and fear. Please include your 
Pastor and church staff in your prayers. 

Scriptures reassure us that God has a plan and is with us to care 
for us in uncertain and unsettling times. May we all rest in this 
assurance as we continue to do the same things in new ways.

Blessings,

President’s Report

PRESIDENT JIM STONE

New Things

PASTOR’S COLUMN

PASTOR R. BROOKE BAKER

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. Then 
when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. ~ Jeremiah 29:11-13

Continued on Page 3



A Minute with Margaret

Redeemer UCC June  Birthdays and Anniversaries

FAITH FORMATION MINISTRIES

MARGARET BORRELLI

JUNE BIRTHDAYS

3 Pastor Brooke Baker
5 Char Robertson
6 Julia Scardina
7 Carol Warren
11 Elaine Freed
13 Gretchen Daiber 
15 Joyce Droescher
  Meredith Holt
19 Marilyn Murphy
  Lizzy Thomas

20 Carol Mealy
24 Devon Shank
27  Tony Garcia
30 Leslie Patzwahl

ANNIVERSARIES

8 John & Ruth
  Michelich
10 Alex & Amanda
  Miller
12 Andy & Jan Bischof

19 Russ & Erin 
  Williams
23 Russell & Jill Negray
25 Chuck & Carol 
  Mealy
  Wayne & Margaret
  Borrelli
30 Dave & Leslie 
  Patzwahl

The Redeemer UCC website is setup 
for online giving. Not only can you make 
one-off gifts, you also can set up recurring 
gifts (e.g., for Sunday offerings): 

https://www.corucc.org/give/.

Illustrated instructions in PDF form 
are available online the website or from: 
https://www.corucc.org/hp_wordpress/
wp-content/uploads/2020/03/
instructionsforonlinegiving.pdf.

Online Giving is Easy!

way. Matthew Williams will lead 
preliminary fact finding.

We had a serious discussion about 
filling the Parish Nurse position, and 
voted narrowly against doing so. 
This matter could be considered at a 
later date. I encourage you to share 
your views with Leadership Team 
members.

The Human Resources Team has 
been active and created a revised 
handbook. They continue to meet 
regularly. They have completed all 
job descriptions and are looking at 
equitable vacation for all employees. 
The Property Team is dealing with 
heating system repairs revealed by 
water leaks in the boiler room. The 
big problem is with the sanctuary roof  
leaking. Mary Kanzeg is working with 
Brad Smith Roofing on this. Sidewalk 
work should be done soon, weather 
permitting.

We continue to face major challenges 
in striving to be the church in these 
uncertain times. We appreciate your 
continued prayerful support.

President’s Report
(continued from page 2)

Word for the Year
I hope that your Word -for-the-Year has proved to be a worthy 
companion in the past months. If  you haven’t been keeping company, 
bring it out again. See what you might discover. As we move into 
summer, there are more opportunities to explore together.

l Seek out images in print, online, or in the world, that speak 
of  or to your word. Collect them in print or on your computer, so that you can use 
them in reflection and meditation.

l Find scriptures that contain your word. Use a concordance or google online. 
Then spend time with those scriptures.  How do they speak to your life experiences 
at present?

l Create a breath prayer that contains your word. Pray it as you take walks in 
the neighborhood or park. Does it speak to the rhythm of  your step or heartbeat?

Congratulations to our Graduates
We offer our blessings as we recognize the following graduates for their 
accomplishment. They have been invited to join us at worship on June 7, so they can 
share their future plans. Send them personal greetings as well as join as a congregation 
in congratulating them (see page 4).  Jessica Barrick,Westlake High School, will 
attend Cincinnati Conservatory of  Music, on music and academic scholarships. 
Maggie Chapman, Rocky River High School, received high honors all four years 
of  high school and will attend Miami University. Elizabeth Miller, Cuyahoga 
Community College, graduated Summa Cum Laude and is continuing with a 
fellowship and classes to prepare her for Cleveland State University.

Leave of Absence
I won’t be seeing you all for a while. Last fall, I was asked to take a leave of  absence to 
help with the budget. So starting June 7, I will be gone until August 16. Lisa Thomas 
will meet via ZOOM with the youth, and the church office will send out worship 
packets to the children until we gather again for worship in the building. Even though 
I won’t be connecting with everyone electronically, I will still be keeping you all in my 
prayers. The last edition of  my Facebook “From the Home Altar” will be Thursday, 
June 3, at 12:15, when I will share some of  my favorite prayers.  You can find all 12 
of  the weekly prayer sessions on our church’s Facebook Page and YouTube Channel.  
It has been a blessing to me to share these times of  prayer. I hope they have been a 
blessing to the church as well.
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The Westlake food pantry needs our 
help! Weekly food baskets that go to 
needy families are up 300 percent due 
to COVID-19. They need groceries! If  
you are not going out at the moment, 
monetary donations are welcome. 
Make checks out to Redeemer and put 
“COVID-19 Food Pantry” on the memo 
line. OR donate online (https://www.
corucc.org/give/).

Donations can be placed in the bin 
outside the church. The pantry needs:

GreeTings! Here 
we are entering 

the month of  June 
and still staying 
home, missing our 
friends and our 
worship together at 
church. Fortunately we continue to 
zoom on Sundays.

Again, thank you to Jason Aquila, 
our organist/pianist for providing 
the beautiful music during our 
Sunday services. We continue to be 
truly blessed.

I would like to feature the first verse 
and chorus of  another song this 
month that provides tremendous 
comfort, especially during this 
pandemic. The song is “On Eagle’s 
Wings” by Michael Joncas.  

You who dwell in the shelter of  the Lord, 
Who abide in His shadow for life,
Say to the Lord: “ My refuge, My rock 
in whom I trust!”
And He will raise you up on eagle’s 
wings,
Bear you on the breath of  dawn,
Make you to shine like the sun,
And hold you in the palm of  His hand.

May the Lord bless you and keep you, 
Carol

MUSIC MINISTRIES

Eagle’s Wings

CAROL PEDDIE

June Mission Offering:

The mission offering in June will support 
the UCC’s Strengthen the Church 
Offering.  The funds raised support 
leadership development, new churches, 
youth ministry, and innovation in existing 
congregations.

In-Gathering: Meeting Needs

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/redeemerUCCwestlake.
FaceBook:  https://www.facebook.com/coruccwestlake/. 
Weekly virtual Bible study on Zoom: call or email the church (church@corucc.org) and leave a message for Pastor Brooke.
Weekly From the Home Altar available on FB and YouTube.
Weekly worship via Zoom (gather at 10, worship at 10:30) (available the following Monday on FB and YouTube):

Gather between 10 and 10:30 a.m. ET. Worship begins at 10:30 a.m. https://zoom.us/j/91411023120?pwd=WldJYmc3
VXM2ZHFlZGFDdnkraUlIZz09
Meeting ID: 914 1102 3120; Password: 630507
1-tap mobile: +19292056099,,91411023120#,,#,630507# US N.Y.
Dial up (e.g., landline): +1 929 205 6099 US (N.Y.)
Zoom Instructions: https://www.corucc.org/hp_wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/
zoomvirtualworshipinstructions.pdf. Download weekly resources at https://www.corucc.org/resources/. 

Important Social Media Links

Help our 
Grads 
Celebrate!

Church of  the 
Redeemer UCC is proud of  this 
year’s high school and college 
graduates. Since Jessica, Maggie, and 
Liz haven’t been able to participate in 
typical activities with their classmates, 
please take a moment to show them 
how very special they are to us. Send 
a note or card of congratuations 
to them!
We also will be recognizing their 
achievements during worship on 
June 7.

Jessica Barrick
Westlake High School
2015 Clague Road
Westlake, OH 44145

Maggie Chapman
Rocky River High School
2682 Country Club 
Blvd.
Rocky River, OH 44116

Elizabeth Miller
Cuyahoga Community 
College
26728 Driscoll Lane
N. Olmsted, OH 44070

Canned Meat 
(chicken, ham, tuna)
Canned Fruit
Cereal (hot or cold)
Brown or White 
Rice (brown or white) 
Macaroni & Cheese
Spaghetti Sauce
Pasta Noodles
Jelly
Canned Pasta
Boxed Potatoes

Bread
Toilet Paper 
(4-packs)
Paper Towels (single 
packs)
Laundry Detergent
Dish Lotion
Spray Cleaner
Shampoo
Bar Soap
Toothbrush
Toothpaste
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