
DON’T MISS IT: Important In-Gathering and Mission Offering info on page 4!

WE ARE ON YOUTUBE! If  you haven’t yet subscribed, please do! Visit: 
https://www.youtube.com/redeemerUCCwestlake. Our new YouTube channel 
includes all of  the virtual worship experiences we do, including Sunday worship 
and From the Home Altar, which Margaret posts on FB Live every Thursday.   
Access our FB Page at https://www.facebook.com/coruccwestlake/. For more 
information about accessing weekly virtual Bible study on Zoom, call or email the 
church (church@corucc.org) and leave a message for Pastor Brooke.

ZOOM WORSHIP AND BIBLE STUDY! As we stay at home to stay healthy, 
please join us on Zoom every Sunday for worship. Download weekly resources 
at https://www.corucc.org/resources/. Here are the instructions (till May 17):

Gather between 10 and 10:30 a.m. 
ET. Worship begins at 10:30 a.m. To 
access our Zoom worship: https://
zoom.us/j/91411023120?pwd=Wl
dJYmc3VXM2ZHFlZGFDdnkraU
lIZz09

Meeting ID: 914 1102 3120; 
Password: 630507
One-tap mobile: +19292056099,,91411023120#,,#,630507# US (New 
York)
Dial up (e.g., landline): +1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
Zoom Instructions: https://www.corucc.org/hp_wordpress/wp-content/
uploads/2020/04/zoomvirtualworshipinstructions.pdf.

 IT’S NOW EASY TO GIVE ONLINE The Redeemer UCC website is setup for 
online giving. Not only can you make one-off gifts, you also can set up recurring 
gifts (e.g., for Sunday offerings): https://www.corucc.org/give/.

Illustrated giving instructions in PDF form — for one-time and recurring 
giving — are available online the website or from: https://www.corucc.org/hp_
wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/instructionsforonlinegiving.pdf.

NEW PARAMENTS! Our new 
paraments arrived. You can take a peek 
by watching Pastor Brooke’s video post 
on our Facebook page: https://www.
facebook.com/coruccwestlake/. 
They’re gorgeous!
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by Jim Stone

President’s Report

The Leadership Team met on April 
20 via Zoom. Only one LT member 
did not participate.

We are near budget in financial 
giving through March, but 
understand we may be low in April.

In the current COVID-19 crisis, 
Pastor Brooke says she doesn’t 
anticipate reopening by May 10, 
and when we do get back together 
to worship there will be social 
distancing (6 feet) and facemasks. 
Dorothy Earl is making them, so 
anyone arriving without a mask will 
be given one. 

We all agreed 
that much more 
consideration 
will be required 
before we 
do anything 
toward 
reopening.

A team is being formed to review 
the Bylaws. When we adopted the 
current Bylaws, it was stipulated that 
they would be reviewed in 2020. 
Janet Kramer will lead the team, 
with Chuck Zaugg, a member of  the 
team generating the current Bylaws. 

I am seeking one current Leadership 
Team member and one person from 
the congregation at large to complete 
this team.

I am also seeking help to define, 
establish and activate the 
Congregational Health Ministries 
Team.

We are facing major challenges in 
striving to be the church in these 
uncertain times, the Leadership 
Team and Church Staff needs your 
prayers and support.

PRESIDENT JIM STONE

Some Things Never Change!

PASTOR’S COLUMN

PASTOR R. BROOKE BAKER

When someone does something or responds in a 
way that is typical for that person, we sometimes say, 

“Some things never change.” Sometimes the “something” is 
annoying; and sometimes, it is endearing. But either way, it 
is something on which we can depend. COVID-19 is unlike 
anything we have ever experienced; hence, why it is called a 
novel virus. Each day, the scientists seem to learn something 
new about how this virus responds and consequently how 
we should respond. 

However, in the midst of  living through this pandemic, there are some things I 
want to remind you of  upon which you can depend. 

1. God loves you. Regardless of  whether you are living your best life during 
this time or have hit a wall and just want this to be over, God loves you. 
There is nothing that can separate you from the love of  God.

2. I am your pastor and I am here for you. I know you are hearing from 
me on a regular basis and you might be inclined to think I’m “too busy” to 
care if  you’re having a hard day. You would be wrong. If  you are having 
a hard day, or if  you live by yourself  and just saw the most amazing thing 
on your walk and want someone to share that with, I am here. I assure you 
that if  you call and leave a message for me, most of  the time I will respond 
really quickly. 

3. I am not the only one who cares about you. This congregation 
knows how to care for each other. I hear from many of  you that someone 
from church called you or sent an email. Perhaps there is someone in the 
congregation that you would really like to hear from. Don’t wait for them 
to pick up the phone — you can reach out to them. 

4. There are people outside of  our congregation who are hurting. 
One of  the things that Church of  the Redeemer does well is welcome 
people and care for others. We can still do that, we just might need to do 
it in a different way. Look for the article in this newsletter (page 4) about 
bringing boxes of  cereal to support the Lakewood Community Service 
Center. 

5. This will not last forever. At some point it will be safe for us to gather 
again. It will look really different than it did before, and there will still be 
things that we will miss, but we will get through this. You all have done an 
excellent job of  staying at home and caring for yourself  and each other. 
Keep on doing that and I promise you, we will worship together again in 
person. 

We are people of  faith and we have chosen to place our faith in God. God will not 
desert us and will not stop loving us. 

Some things never change! 



A Minute with Margaret

Redeemer UCC April & May  Birthdays and Anniversaries

FAITH FORMATION MINISTRIES

MARGARET BORRELLI

APRIL BIRTHDAYS

6 Anne Hurst
9 Ausma Grinstead
12 Dave Kavasnicka
  Drew Davies
13 Emma Kozar
  Shannon Widmer
  Sarah Scardina
14 Mark Lentz
15 Lisa Thomas
16 Kaylee Toreky

17 Katie Chapman
18 Brent Miller
  Keith Miller
19 Bill Schlitter
20 Chuck Mealy
21 Leola Adams
  Chuck Zaugg
22 Paul Hartman
25 Dave Patzwahl
30 Janet Kramer 

MAY BIRTHDAYS

3 Sandy Evans
8 Elizabeth Hille
  Andrew Hille
13 Diane Kvasnicka
  Sally Barkhauer
16 Jan Bischof
  Jeff Kirkby
  Zanny Sauter
  Ruth Michelich
21 Christine Foote

22 Karen Tomoff
  Avery Zann
25 Matthew Warren

MAY ANNIVERSARIES

10 Mike & Kathy Barrick
24 Tony & Nola Branch 
 30 Dave & Diane
  Kvasnicka

Every year during Lent, I write a prayer to repeat each day during 
the season. This year, I wrote a prayer that incorporated my Word 
for the Year that is ABIDE. My prayer went like this: 

Ever Present God,
You invite me to Abide with You.
It is well with my body and soul.

Each year, I remark that the prayer somehow finds me rather than the other way 
around, and that it always ends up preparing me for some future moment of  which 
I have no forewarning. This year was no different.

My word, ABIDE, has several meanings —
Dwell — to continue to be in a place for a significant amount of  time
Reside — to have a home
Bear — to put up with something difficult 
Endure — to remain indefinitely in the same state.
Await — to wait for

Those are all things that seem to speak of  our days of  lockdown, sheltering in place, 
and quarantine. These are circumstances that none of  us could have predicted. 

But ABIDE also is what God offers me as solace or balm in my distress. God dwells 
in me, and at the same time I am invited to dwell in the Holy One. I am not alone. 
God sustains me, and offers me everything I need.

Abide in me as I abide in you
Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself  unless it abides in the vine,
Neither can you unless you abide in me. — John 15:4

My prayer going forward is —
Let me abide in your tent forever,
Find refuge under the shelter of  your wings. — Psalm 61:2

Think about your word for this year: How do these times speak to your word? 
What does your word have to say to your present situation? Does your word have 
different connotations than it did when you received it?

LISTEN for where you hear, see, or encounter your word in days to come. Let it 
become your companion. 

Children’s Ministries
Each Tuesday, the 
children receive an 
email on Tuesdays 
from Margaret that 

includes a greeting and some kind of  
activity. They also receive a worship 
packet in the mail by Saturday that 
includes a children’s bulletin and 
a coloring page to work on during 
Sunday worship or at a time of  their 
choosing. For your child to be included, 
email margaret@corucc.org.

Youth Ministries
The youth also receive an 
email each Tuesday from 
Margaret. Our youth 
gather once a week for a 
Zoom meeting, during 
which they share their 
highs and lows for the week, discuss 
a given topic, and participate in an 
online game. 

Lisa Thomas has created “The Great 
Youth Round Robin,” a traveling box 
that includes items of  comfort. Youth 
can take out an item for themselves 
and add an item for others. Youth can  
participate by emailing Margaret at 
margaret@corucc.org.

Upcoming Graduates
We still want to honor our high school 
and college graduates this year. If  
someone is graduating this year, please 
send their name, school, major and 
degree (if  applicable), and their future 
plans to church@corucc.org.
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May Mission Offering: Holy Joe’s Cafe Needs You!

The Mission offering in May will 
support Holy Joe’s Cafe Military 
Chaplains Fund. UCC military 
chaplains have found an old way 
to invite U.S. soldiers into a safe 
and informal place where they can 
receive spiritual care and good 
coffee. 

Congregations and individuals can 
support the Coffee House Ministry 
and simultaneously participate in the 
UCC Fair Trade Project by sending 
Equal Exchange Coffee to military 

chaplains in Afghanistan, Iraq and 
Kuwait.

In Chaplain (Ret.) Andrew Sholtes 
words:  “Holy Joe’s Cafe is a place 
where chaplains in the Small 
Forward Operating Bases, hangar 
bays, hospitals, aid stations and their 
makeshift chapels are able to bring 

a taste of  home to the tired, the 
anxious, the angry, the lonely and the 
wounded. They can all get gourmet 
coffee, a reminder that the world they 
willingly left behind still cares.”

To learn more about Holy Joe’s, go 
to https://www.ucc.org/justice_
coffee-project_holy-joes-cafe.

Remember: to donate, mail your 
offering in to the Redeemer office 
OR donate online: 
https://www.corucc.org/give/.

Greetings! It has been a long two months 
and I know we are all missing our fellowship 

with each other and worshipping together.  But 
fortunately, we can still meet on Sunday mornings via Zoom 
which is certainly encouraging.

Thank you to Jason Aquila, our organist/pianist for providing the 
beautiful music during our Sunday services. We are truly blessed!  

I find myself  doing a lot of  reminiscing while being at home, and there has 
been one particular song going through my mind constantly — His Eye is 
on the Sparrow. I remember singing it as a solo for the first time in my home 
church when I was a youngster, with my Mom playing the piano. To this day it 
remains one of  my favorites. But it’s been running through my mind because 
God is still telling me to remember that during this pandemic His Eye is on the 
sparrow and He is watching over and taking care of  me. The second verse of  
the song is:

Let not your heart be troubled,
His tender word I hear.
And resting on His goodness, 
I lose my doubts and fears; 
Tho’ by the path He leadeth, 
But one step I may see:
His Eye is on the sparrow, 
And I know He watches me;
His Eye is on the sparrow, 
And I know He watches me.

I pray this is as powerful and comforting to you, as it has been for me.

Stay safe and blessings to all, 

Carol

MUSIC MINISTRIES

Even Now, God’s Eye is on the Sparrow

CAROL PEDDIE

Lakewood Community Service 
Center is need of  boxes of  cereal. 
So Redeemer UCC members and 
friends will answer the call!
Pastor Brooke has placed a plastic 
bin outside the entrance to the 
church for your donations. Drop 
your boxes of  cereal off at the 
church, and make sure the 
handles on the bin are latched. 
This will keep local wildlife from 
“investigating.”
The cereal bin 
will be emptied 
regularly, so there 
will always be room 
for your donations!
Special thanks 
to Andy Bischof, 
who discovered 
the need; and to 
Nell Cronk, who 
will be picking up the donations and 
delivering them to Lakewood.

Pandemic In-Gathering: 
LCSC Needs Cereal
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